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Creativity may not be 
the first thing that comes 
to mind when you hear 
the words “skills” and 
“technical education.” But 
creativity is actually the 
cornerstone to many high 
quality career and technical 
education (CTE) programs 
– from fashion, interior and 
graphic design to culinary 
arts, construction and 
cosmetology.

Nowhere at EVIT is 
creativity	more	evident	
than the annual hair shows 
at	the	Main	and	East	
campuses.	As	Cosmetology	
and	Aesthetics	students	create	original	hairstyles	and	looks,	each	model’s	hair	
and	makeup	becomes	the	centerpiece	of	a	theme	such	as	“The	80s,”	“Hunger	
Games,”	or	“Mythology.”

At the East Campus, students spent six weeks preparing for their fall semester 
hair	show.	They	wrote	stories,	built	sets	for	each	exhibit,	selected	costumes	
and	added	lighting	to	create	the	right	effects	to	showcase	each	hairstyle.	
Models	posed	like	statues	as	parents,	students	and	guests	toured	the	displays.

The	hair	shows	at	both	campuses	are	fun	for	the	students	and	entertaining	
for	visitors,	but	they	also	serve	an	important	work-related	purpose:		They	give	
EVIT	students	the	opportunity	to	collaborate	with	colleagues	as	they	plan	and	
carry	out	a	project	–	important	skills	for	today’s	workplace.

At	EVIT,	we	strive	not	only	to	teach	skills,	but	also	to	instill	in	students	the	
attitudes	and	work	ethic	that	make	creativity	more	than	just	a	hobby.

We	build.	We	solve	problems.	We	work	as	a	team.

We	create.

We	are	EVIT.					 upcoming events
Watch and learn more at: 
youtube.com/evitnews
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explore career training at evit expo
The East Valley Institute of Technology will host its annual EVIT Expo from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 28 

at the Dr. A. Keith Crandell (Main) Campus, 1601 W. Main St., Mesa.

EVIT	 Expo	 is	 the	 perfect	 time	 for	 East	
Valley families to see career training 
options	that	are	available	for	high	school	
students and adults, and for current EVIT 
parents to see what their students have 
been	working	on	during	the	fall	semester.
While	 the	 Expo	 is	 held	 at	 the	 Main	

Campus,	 EVIT’s	 East	 Campus	will	 also	 be	
showcased	 at	 the	 Expo	 through	 exhibits	
and	 activities.	 EVIT	 East	 instructors,	 as	
well	as	EVIT	Main	Campus	instructors,	will	
be	 on-hand	 to	 answer	 questions	 about	
their	programs.
EVIT,	a	Joint	Technical	Education	District	

(JTED)	 serving	 high	 school	 students	 and	
adults	who	reside	in	10	East	Valley	school	
districts, provides advanced career and 
technical	 education	 (CTE)	 at	 two	 central	
campuses	 in	 Mesa	 –	 the	 Main	 and	 East	
campuses	–	and	at	Apache	Junction	High	
School.	Starting	next	August,	EVIT	will	also	
be	operating	a	central	campus	in	Fountain	
Hills.
The	EVIT	JTED	also	provides	funding	to	

its	10	 founding	member	districts	 so	 they	
can	 offer	 CTE	 at	 their	 high	 schools	 too.	
But	 unlike	 those	 programs,	 EVIT	Main,	 a	

65-acre	 campus	 in	 west	 Mesa,	 and	 EVIT	
East,	an	11-acre	campus	at	6625	S.	Power	
Road,	are	all	CTE,	all	the	time.	EVIT	Main	
and East students spend a half-day at 
their high schools in academic classes and 
a half-day at an EVIT central campus in 
advanced	career	training.
During	 the	 Expo,	 guests	 can	 tour	 the	

Main	 Campus	 by	 taking	 a	 trolley	 tour	
operated	by	Tempe’s	Ollie	the	Trolley.	Two	
trolleys	 will	 be	 running,	 so	 visitors	 can	
get	on	and	off	all	over	the	campus	to	go	
inside	 buildings,	 see	 programs	 and	meet	
instructors.
New	 to	 Expo	 this	 year,	 AZ	 Bounce	 Pro	

will	 provide	 inflatable	 games,	 activities	
and	rides.	Food	trucks	will	also	be	on	hand.	
EVIT’s	 radio	 station,	 88.7FM	 The	 Pulse,	
will	 provide	music.	 Another	 highlight:	 	 A	
rare	 2008	 Shelby	 CSX	 will	 be	 on	 display.	
The	Shelby	CSX,	an	experimental	car	never	
intended	to	be	mass	produced,	 is	one	of	
five	 left	 in	 the	 world.	 It	 was	 donated	 to	
EVIT’s	 Automotive	 and	 Collision	 Repair/
Restoration	programs.
Admission	to	EVIT	Expo	is	free.

“We	 hope	 parents	 of	 our	 current	 EVIT	
students	will	stop	by	the	Expo	to	see	their	
student’s	program	and	enjoy	some	family	
fun,”	said	Superintendent	Dr.	Sally	Downey.	
“We	 also	 hope	 East	 Valley	 families	 who	
have	never	visited	our	campus	will	attend	
EVIT	 Expo	 to	 see	 the	 many	 tuition-free	
career	 training	 options	 we	 can	 provide	
their	students.	You	really	have	to	see	EVIT	
for yourself to understand how we can 
help	your	child	find	their	career	passion	–	
and	turn	that	passion	into	a	paycheck.”
EVIT	offers	over	40	tuition-free	programs	

for high school students who reside in 
Mesa,	Scottsdale,	Chandler,	Gilbert,	Higley,	
Tempe,	Fountain	Hills,	J.O.	Combs,	Queen	
Creek	 and	 Apache	 Junction	 districts.	
Tuition-based	 programs	 for	 adults	 are	
also	offered,	with	financial	aid	available	to	
those	who	qualify.
EVIT	 students	 have	 a	 98	 percent	 high	

school	 graduation	 rate,	 2	out	of	 3	 go	on	
to	 college,	 and	 85	 percent	 are	 in	 jobs,	
college or the military within one year of 
completing	 their	 training.	 	 Learn	 more:		
www.evit.com.
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Our	teens	know	that	too	often	after	an	act	of	youth	violence,	
facts come out that friends suspected or knew something 
was	going	to	happen,	but	didn't	know	what	to	do	with	that	
information.	This	is	what	happened	to	an	Arizona	teen	last	year	
who	tweeted	warning	signs	of	his	intended	actions	to	take	his	
own	life.	"We	now	know	4	out	of	5	teens	who	attempt	suicide	
give	clear	warning	signs,	but	we	don't	know	what	to	do	about	
it,"	said	an	EVIT	student.	"Because	of	Kids	Who	Care	and	the	
Sandy Hook Promise, we know exactly what to do and how to 
do	it.	We	just	need	to	find	a	Trusted	Adult	and	start	talking."

The	EVIT	students	created	a	“Say	Something”	campaign	that	
has	reached	over	3,000	high	school	students	already	and	is	
expanding	to	more	high	school	campuses	in	Arizona.	They	
created	pledge	cards	and	a	radio	PSA	with	instructions	for	
students if they are aware of a student at-risk or if they need 
help	themselves.	Several	teachers	posted	signs	on	their	doors	
stating	they	are	"Trusted	Adults"	and	want	to	help.

One	teacher	reported:	"Recently	one	of	my	students	told	me	
her	ex-boyfriend	was	showing	signs	of	depression	and	said	he	
didn't	want	to	live	any	longer.	My	student	was	very	concerned	
to	the	point	where	she	was	acting	out	of	character,	losing	sleep	
and	not	completing	her	school	work.	I	was	worried	for	her	
and	her	friend.	We	agreed	to	notify	the	guidance	counselor	at	
our	school	who	contacted	the	boy's	guidance	counselor.	The	
counselor	contacted	the	boy's	parents	and	now	the	family	is	
getting	the	help	they	needed.	It	made	me	feel	good	to	help	my	
student, to know she felt empowered and encouraged to tell me 
about	her	friend.	My	student	now	feels	like	a	burden	has	been	
lifted	from	her	shoulders	and	acts	more	secure	and	engaged	in	
class."
 
The	goal	of	this	campaign	is	to	bring	the	Say	Something	program	
to	at	least	three	more	high	schools	before	the	end	of	this	school	

year.	That	means	over	4,000	teens	will	be	trained	to	take	action	to	prevent	bullying	and	suicide.	

Kids	Who	Care	is	a	nonprofit	organization	that	works	to	create	cultures	of	resilience,	empathy,	compassion	and	self-awareness	in	middle	
schools	and	high	schools	across	Arizona.	We	do	this	by	preparing	Peer-to-Peer	Mentors	to	provide	strong	academic	coaching,	coping	skills,	
stress	reduction	techniques,	and	acts	of	kindness	to	their	fellow	students.	Please	visit	us	on	our	website	KidsWhoCareAZ.com.

Barbara Greenberg is executive director of Kids Who Care Inc., and serves on the business advisory council for EVIT’s Multimedia 
Technologies programs.

By Barbara Greenberg

As the first semester of the 2016-17 school year came to a close, Kids 
Who Care Students at the East Valley Institute of Technology were 
just getting started on their efforts to stop violence in their schools. 
Over 300 students worked together to coach their classmates in what 
to look for and how to recognize the signs of at-risk behavior in their 
peers.

evit students 'say something' to prevent gun violence, suicide
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Hair Shows

in photos

Fantasy
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Four years ago, Mesa teenager Chloe Poturalski excelled 
in the interior design program at the East Valley Institute 
of Technology while finishing her last year at Dobson High 
School. Today, Poturalski, 21, lives in Hermosa Beach, CA, 
while working as a senior designer for the national design 
firm, Homepolish, Inc.
“I love it so much,” she said. “I don’t consider my job work. It’s 
fun all the time.”

Homepolish hired Poturalski after she earned an associate 
degree in interior design from FIDM, the Fashion Institute of 
Design and Merchandising in Los Angeles. FIDM is considered 
one of the best design schools in the nation. But when Poturalski 
started at FIDM, the school’s faculty quickly discovered that 
she was far ahead of their other first-year students.

“Because I had learned so much at EVIT within hand drafting 
and design theory, I was pulled out of those same classes at 
FIDM and put into the next level up,” she said. “Toward the 
end of my time at FIDM, I was given the option to take classes 
that not all students typically have room for in their schedule.”

The class that gave Poturalski such a strong foundation – 
Fashion, Interiors & Textiles – is one of 40 programs at EVIT, 
a public Joint Technical Education District (JTED) that offers 
advanced career training at two central Mesa campuses and 
Apache Junction High School.

High school students who reside in 10 East Valley school 
districts – Mesa, Scottsdale, Chandler, Tempe, Gilbert, Higley, 
J.O. Combs, Queen Creek, Fountain Hills and Apache Junction 
– can attend EVIT’s central campuses tuition-free. They take 
academic courses at their high school and then spend a half-
day at EVIT training for careers in culinary arts, health care, 
welding, firefighting and more. Tuition-based programs for 
adults are also offered, with financial aid available for those 
who qualify.

Fashion, Interiors & Textiles students learn how to design, 
produce, purchase, promote and sell merchandise and 
accessories. They study the elements and principles of design, 
fabrics and textiles, use of color and texture, retail theory, 
visual merchandising, sewing and pattern-making, culminating 
every year in the spring EVIT Design Show.

Students in the program also have the opportunity to go on 
field trips to design schools in New York and Los Angeles, 
and to compete in state events sponsored by the Family, 
Career & Community Leaders of America (FCCLA). In fact, 
while attending EVIT, Poturalski won a $4,000-per-year FCCLA 
scholarship to attend FIDM.
Now she’s living in a beachfront city near LA and working her 
dream career.

“EVIT was a huge stepping stone and a great way to learn what 
I wanted to do without spending a lot of money,” she said. “It 
was a step in the right direction.”

Students at EVIT’s centralized campuses have a 98% high 
school graduation rate, 2 out of 3 go to college, and 85% are 
in college, jobs or the military within one year of their EVIT 
training.

Chloe
Poturalski
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The	foundation	is	a	501(c)3	that	provides	financial	
assistance to EVIT students who need help in paying 
program	fees.	This	year’s	fees	increased	substantially	
because	the	state	is	now	requiring	nearly	all	career	and	
technical	education	programs	to	lead	to	an	industry	
credential	–	and	EVIT	included	the	cost	of	professional	
credentialing	exams	in	the	fees.	These	credentials	–	such	
as	a	state	cosmetology	license	or	automotive	certification	
–	show	employers	that	EVIT	students	are	career	ready.	
Programs	that	don’t	have	a	credential	must	provide	
students	with	skills	that	qualify	them	for	jobs	for	which	
they	would	not	otherwise	be	qualified.

“A	portable,	professional	credential	is	so	important	for	
our	students.	It	makes	them	employable	anywhere,”	said	
Superintendent	Dr.	Sally	Downey.	“We	are	grateful	for	the	
tremendous	support	of	our	industry	partners	and	business	
leaders	who	help	make	it	possible	for	EVIT	students	to	
take	their	credentialing	exams.”

The	foundation	breakfast	kicked	off	with	a	special	video	
welcome	from	Arizona	Gov.	Doug	Ducey,	who	was	unable	
to	attend.	“Whether	they’re	going	on	to	college,	the	
military,	or	to	receive	additional	training,	EVIT	students	
are	getting	the	best	foundation	for	success	–	and	Arizona	
is	getting	the	best	future	workforce,”	Gov.	Ducey	said.	
“EVIT	is	a	model	example	of	what	a	Career	and	Technical	
Education	should	be.”

During	the	breakfast,	alumni	Gabriel	Garfio,	Culinary	Arts	
2011,	and	Alex	Rodriguez,	Aviation	2014,	spoke	about	
how	EVIT	prepared	them	for	post-secondary	education	
and	the	workforce.	Garfio	graduated	from	Johnson	&	
Wales	in	Colorado	and	is	now	executive	chef	and	co-owner	of	the	Sunnyside	Breakfast	Lounge	in	east	Mesa.	Rodriguez	graduated	
from	Chandler-Gilbert	Community	College	and	is	a	flight	instructor	for	the	University	of	North	Dakota.
 
Doug	Pruitt	of	Sundt	Construction	was	honored	with	the	Sam	&	Olga	Bender	Award	for	his	commitment	to	career	and	technical	
education.	And,	the	foundation	recognized	the	late	George	Smith	for	his	contributions	to	EVIT.	Former	Mesa	Mayor	Scott	Smith	
established	a	scholarship	fund	for	EVIT	students	in	memory	of	his	father,	the	former	longtime	Mesa	superintendent	who	led	the	
effort	to	create	EVIT.	George	Smith	served	on	the	EVIT	Foundation	board	for	many	years.

Over	80	Arizona	businesses	supported	this	year’s	EVIT	Foundation	breakfast.

Thanks to the support of over 80 Arizona 
businesses and hundreds of community members, 
the EVIT Foundation’s annual Gourmet Breakfast 
raised a record $95,000 in November.

foundation breakfast raises $95,000 for EVIT

TOP 10 SONGS

1.  Closer – The Chainsmokers

2.  Can’t Stop the Feeling – Justin Timberlake

3.  One Dance – Drake

4.  Work – Rihanna (feat. Drake)

5.  This Is What You Came For – Calvin Harris (feat. Rihanna)

6.  Cheap Thrills – Sia (feat. Sean Paul)

7.7.  Send My Love (To Your New Lover) – Adele

8.  All In My Head (Flex) – Fifth Harmony (feat. Fetty Wap)

9.  NO – Meghan Trainor

10.  Me Too – Meghan Trainor

of 2016
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At 23, EVIT alumni Gabriel Garfio is already experiencing success in 
the culinary industry as executive chef and co-owner of Sunnyside 
Breakfast Lounge, a popular east Mesa restaurant specializing in 
healthy breakfasts and juices.

After completing the Culinary Arts program at the East Valley 
Institute of Technology in 2011, Garfio, a graduate of Gilbert’s 
Highland High School, enrolled in the College of Culinary Arts at 
Johnson & Wales University in Colorado. He found that he was 
already several steps ahead of his college peers.

“Having the skills and knowledge that I learned at EVIT made it 
easy for my transition into another culinary school,” he said. “Now 
that I had all the basics under my belt … I was striving to another 
level where most had not yet begun because the university was 
their first step.”

Culinary Arts & Commercial Baking programs are among 40 
advanced career training programs that EVIT, a public joint 
technical education district (JTED), offers at two central campuses 
in Mesa and Apache Junction High School.

High school students who reside in 10 East Valley school districts 
– Mesa, Scottsdale, Chandler, Tempe, Gilbert, Higley, J.O. Combs, 
Queen Creek, Fountain Hills and Apache Junction – can attend 
EVIT’s central campuses tuition-free. They take academic courses 
at their high school and then spend a half-day at EVIT training 
for careers in culinary arts, health care, welding, firefighting and 
more. Tuition-based programs for adults are also offered, with 
financial aid available for those who qualify.
 
The Culinary Arts & Commercial Baking programs at EVIT are 
taught by professional chefs and nationally accredited by the 
American Culinary Federation Education Foundation. Upon 
completion, students are prepared to take ACFEF exams for 
national certification as a Junior Culinarian or Secondary Culinary 
Graduate.

EVIT culinary students gain considerable hands-on experience 
through EVIT’s commercial kitchen, bakery and banquet hall at 
the Main Campus, and by working at Bistro 13, a Mesa restaurant 
operated by the EVIT culinary program.

The students also have the opportunity to participate in 
externships at Valley restaurants, and they can earn dual 
enrollment college credits through Scottsdale Community College 
or Central Arizona College.

After graduating with an associate in science of culinary arts degree 
from Johnson & Wales in Denver, Garfio returned to Arizona where 
he partnered with his parents to open the Sunnyside Breakfast 
Lounge. He also served as a judge on Food Ball, a local culinary 
game show, and is now interested in branching out into the “farm 
to table” organic gardening and cooking business.

He credits the success he’s achieved at such a young age to the 
EVIT chefs who “ignited my passion” for culinary arts. “The skills I 
learned at EVIT are priceless,” he said.

Students at EVIT’s centralized campuses have a 98% high school 
graduation rate, 2 out of 3 go to college, and 85% are in college, 
jobs or the military within one year of their EVIT training.

Gabriel 
Garfio

in pictures • we are evit

emergency medical technician
students give anatomy & physiology a vitals lesson 

EVIT	EMT	students	taught	Mrs.	Black's	Anatomy	and	Physiology	classes	how	to	take	vital	signs.	This	was	a	great	experience	to	help	
educate	others	on	the	skills	they	have	been	learning	and	gave	EMT	students	confidence	in	dealing	with	others	and	skills.
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early childhood education 
students bring christmas joy to local kids

EVIT	Early	Childhood	students	gave	a	Christmas	to	preschoolers	through	their	"Wishing	on	a	Star"	project.	The	"Wishing	on	a	Star"	
project	is	a	holiday	community	service	project	the	students	put	together	every	year	for	underprivileged	children.

in pictures • we are evit

future engineering students
build, race cardboard boats

EVIT	Future	Engineers	students	put	their	skills	to	the	test	as	they	raced	boats	that	they	constructed	from	just	cardboard	&	masking	
tape	at	the	ASU	Polytechnic	Fitness	pool.	The	teams	of	two	had	to	construct	the	boat	to	float	in	the	water	and	make	it	to	various	
points	in	the	pool.	They	were	also	timed	on	who	could	make	it	back	to	"shore"	the	quickest.
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fire science academy
in pictures • we are evit

evit aviation

EVIT	Fire	Science	Academy	students	learned	about	ventilation	and	participated	in	oral	board	practicals	during	the	fall	semester.	 Field	trips,	drones	and	community	service	were	highlights	from	EVIT	Aviation's	fall	semester.	
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in pictures • we are evit

construction students 
start building a house

EVIT	Construction	students	started	the	prep	for	a	house	they	are	building	at	the	Main	Campus.	These	students	are	working	hard	towards	
a	future	in	the	construction.

in pictures • we are evit

commercial baking students
build gingerbread houses

EVIT	Commercial	Baking	&	Pastry	Arts	students	designed	a	variety	of	gingerbread	houses	that	were	on	display	in	Old	Town	Scottsdale	
during	the	holiday	season.	
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In other fall highlights:

• FIDM,	the	Fashion	Institute	for	Design	and	
Merchandising,	presented	Basha	High	
fashion	instructor	Melanie	Alexander	
with	a	$400	grant	to	help	fund	the	Basha	
Fashion	Show	to	be	held	in	the	spring. 

• Karissa	Wade,	a	Multimedia	and	Film	
3 student at Hamilton High, received 
a	part-time	paid	internship	with	Video	
Conversion Experts, where she helps 
transfer	films	and	videos,	cleans	film,	
monitors shipments and runs VHS tapes 
for	transfer. 

• Joran	Palacio,	the	play-by-play	voice	of	
Perry Sports 4 at Perry High, was named 
a	finalist	for	a	Rocky	Mountain	Emmy.	
Joran	also	is	a	staff	writer	for	Prep2Prep	
and	was	a	featured	contributor	for	the	
Rattlers	during	their	playoffs. 

• Basha	Culinary	Arts	students	participated	
in	the	Harvest	Moon	Dinner	fundraiser	
with CCAP, the Careers through Culinary 
Arts	Program.	The	students	prepared	
200	tasting	plates	and	served	seared	sea	
scallops	on	an	apple	quinoa	salad	with	
compressed	apples	and	butternut	squash	
puree. 

• Two Perry High Graphic Arts students – 
Cindy Ha and Clara Wallengren – each 
received	a	$500	scholarship	and	$50	
gift	cards	to	local	Chandler	restaurants	
for	their	winning	Downtown	Chandler	
Holiday	Banner	designs. 

You	can	follow	more	Chandler	CTE	news	on	their	Facebook	page	–	www.facebook.com/CTECUSD	--	and	their	Twitter	page	@
CTECUSD.

Career and technical education programs in the Chandler Unified School District had a 
successful fall semester filled with celebration and accomplishments.

During September’s CTE Celebration 2016 at the Chandler Center for the Arts, the district 
recognized its successful career training programs. Highlights included alumni testimonials, 
food prepared by the district’s Culinary Arts program, displays and more. In 2015-16, 
Chandler’s CTE students earned 1,789 professional, industry-recognized credentials, such 
as Certified Nursing Assistant and Adobe ACA. 

accomplishments fill chandler's cte fall semester
spotlight on satellites

Did You 
Know? 

EVIT is not only a premier career and 
technical education (CTE) school, but 
also Arizona’s first Joint Technical 
Education District (JTED) with 10 East 

Valley school districts as members.

The	EVIT	JTED	provides	funding	to	its	member	
districts	 so	 they	 can	 also	 offer	 CTE	 classes,	

which	are	called	satellite	programs.

Students	enrolled	in	high	schools	in	the	Mesa,	
Scottsdale,	 Fountain	 Hills,	 Apache	 Junction,	
Tempe	Union,	 Chandler,	 Gilbert,	 Higley,	 J.O.	
Combs	 and	 Queen	 Creek	 districts	 have	 the	
option	of	taking	CTE	programs	at	their	school	
or	at	the	centralized	EVIT	Main	and	EVIT	East	

campuses	in	Mesa.

Satellite	classes	are	typically	50	minutes	each	
day,	 although	 some	 programs	 are	 longer.	

Central campus programs are 2½ hours
(4	hours	for	Cosmetology).

Students	who	attend	EVIT’s	central	campuses	
spend a half-day at their high school and a 

half-day	at	an	EVIT	campus.
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It	can	be	difficult	to	realize	the	dangers	of	working	with	
machinery and tools with moving parts while in the classroom 
without	a	visible	demonstration.	Willems	uses	simple	tools	—	
just	a	yardstick	and	a	reaction	time	chart,	to	create	a	“safety	
stick.”	It	is	applicable	to	any	safety	lesson	about	tools	or	
equipment	a	person	could	accidentally	get	struck	by,	caught	
in,	cut	by,	or	fall	from.	Students	are	using	math	skills	as	well	
to	calculate	circumference,	rotations	per	minute,	or	feet	per	
second,	to	understand	human	reaction	time	and	equipment	
power.		

Implementing	Willems’	safety	stick	is	simple.	Students	measure	
reaction	time	by	having	one	person	drop	the	safety	stick	
vertically	while	a	second	person	catches	the	stick.	Students	can	
see	the	difference	in	their	reaction	times	when	the	scenario	
is	repeated	when	they	are	distracted,	anticipating	the	drop,	
or	completely	unprepared.	This	relates	directly	back	to	how	
accidents	are	unpredictable	and	can	happen	at	any	time.	This	
lesson	is	also	applicable	to	adults	in	workplace	settings	where	
equipment	and	machinery	are	used.	

Willems uses this lesson to help students fully understand 
how	they	must	take	safety	precautions	in	the	shop.	Students	
can	calculate	the	speed	of	a	rotating	tool,	such	as	the	cutting	wheel	of	a	grinder,	and	compare	it	to	the	
measured	reaction	time	found	in	the	stick	dropping	demonstration.	Giving	students	a	tangible	example	of	
potential	ways	to	be	injured	while	working	makes	them	appreciate	safety	protocols	that	can	be	overlooked	
by	young,	inexperienced	workers.

Each	of	the	six	regional	Ideas	Unlimited	winners	was	recognized	at	the	NAAE	convention	in	Las	Vegas.		
National	Geographic	Learning	|	Cengage	Learning	sponsors	the	Ideas	Unlimited	Award.		NAAE	is	the	
professional	association	for	agricultural	educators.

Submitted by Gilbert Public Schools

LAS VEGAS – Curtis Willems, agricultural educator at Highland High 
School in Gilbert, is one of only six individuals nationwide who received 
the National Association of Agricultural Educators Ideas Unlimited 
Award at the NAAE annual convention in Las Vegas on Dec. 3. 

highland argiculture teacher wins national educator award
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www.evit.com • 480-461-4000
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A new program called Aim2Teach Queen 
Creek,	in	partnership	with	the	Mary	Lou	Fulton	
Teachers	College	at	Arizona	State	University,	
just	launched	at	Queen	Creek	High	School.	The	
goal of the program is to increase the pipeline 
of	teachers	to	QCUSD.
 
The	first	step	for	students	enrolled	in	the	
program	is	taking	part	in	an	off-campus	
experience	called	'Becoming	a	Teacher	101'.	
Recently,	15	QCHS	students	attended	the	class	
at	ASU	West.		During	the	outing	they	discussed	different	education	topics	impacting	teachers,	students	and	
families.		The	students	also	got	to	experience	the	college	life	during	lunch	by	eating	in	the	college	dining	area.
 
Currently,	more	than	150	QCHS	students	are	interested	in	the	program.	Many	of	these	future	educators	want	
to	teach	Math,	History,	English	or	Science	at	the	high	school	level.	Aim2Teach	Queen	Creek	is	part	of	the	
Career	and	Technical	Education	curriculum	at	QCHS.
 
“By	growing	our	own	teachers	with	the	Aim2Teach	program,	we	are	ensuring	the	Queen	Creek	Unified	School	
District	and	the	state	of	Arizona	will	have	strong,	quality	teachers	to	put	in	the	classroom,”	said	CTE	Director	
Tiffanie	Sechrist.
 
For	more	information	about	the	Aim2Teach	program,	email	Dr.	Sechrist	at	tsechrist@qcusd.org.

Submitted by Queen Creek Unified School District

It's no secret the teacher shortage in Arizona is growing. In 
fact, the Arizona Department of Education recently formed a 
taskforce to find solutions to address the issue. Meanwhile, 
the Queen Creek Unified School District is taking a different 
approach to the growing challenge.

queen creek partners with asu to launch aim2teach
spotlight on satellites

The	other	Arizona	nominees	include:

• Lindsay	Hoel,	an	Early	Childhood	Education	student	at		
	 	 Canyon	del	Oro	High	in	the	Amphitheater	Unified	district. 

• Tia	Hunt,	an	Engineering	student	at	Mountain	View	 
	 	 High	in	Marana. 

• Joseph	Olague,	a	Hospitality	student	at	Desert	View	 
	 	 High	in	Sunnyside	Unified	district. 

• Mara	Steeber,	a	Bioscience	and	Engineering	student	at		
	 	 Mountain	View	in	Marana.

A state review team ranked CTE students from all over the state 
based	on	evidence	of	academic	rigor,	technical	competence,	
employability	skills	and	ingenuity/creativity/problem	solving.	The	
Arizona	Superintendent	of	Public	Instruction’s	office	then	selected	
Arizona’s	five	nominees	based	on	the	rankings.

National	winners	will	be	selected	based	on	outstanding	scholarship	
and	demonstrated	ability	and	accomplishment	in	CTE	fields.

Best	of	luck	to	Victoria	and	the	other	Arizona	nominees!

Victoria Bate, a Marketing student at Higley High 
School, is one of five Arizona students selected as the 
state’s nominees for the U.S. Presidential Scholars in 
Career and Technical Education award.  Victoria will 
find out in May if she made the final cut as one of 20 
outstanding U.S. Presidential Scholars in CTE.

higley student named state nominee for u.s. presidential scholars in cte

spotlight on satellites



28 | we are evit •  jan. 2017 jan. 2017 •  we are evit  |  29 

DECA IS ALL ABOUT POSITIVE PROMOTION!
Submitted by Heather Hunt, Teacher—Business

We want our students to create and promote a 
positive	image	of	our	programs,	and	of	themselves,	
through	our	displays	on	campus.	Our	Pinterest	
display	was	made	up	of	mock	pin	boards	with	
the	theme,	“Things	that	inspire	me…”	Students	
created	their	pin	boards	with	pictures	of	people	
and	things	that	inspire	them	to	be	their	best.	On	
our professional dress day, students learned how 
to dress appropriately for the workplace and how 
to	stand	out	in	an	interview.	We	took	pictures	of	
them,	which	they	used	to	create	a	magazine	cover,	
with	tips	for	professional	success	as	the	headlines.
The students looked great and our displays have 
received	a	lot	of	positive	feedback.	We	hope	
to	inspire	others	to	create	a	positive	image	for	
themselves	as	well.	Our	business	and	DECA	
students	learned	valuable	workplace	skills,	and	
had the chance to showcase their work with this 
fun	and	creative	hands-on	project.	Students	in	
our	program	will	have	the	opportunity	to	attend	
many	exciting	events	throughout	the	year,	to	
develop	their	business	and	marketing	skills,	while	
networking	with	other	likeminded,	ambitious	
young	people,	and	professionals	from	industry.	
Marcos	is	preparing	students	to	be	college	and	
career	ready!

(continued on page 30)

With more than 7,000 students enrolled in career 
and technical education programs, Tempe Union’s 
high schools are bustling every day with CTE activity! 
In a new newsletter, CTE director Stephaine Frimer 
provided some highlights submitted by Marcos de 
Niza High School teachers

marcos de niza deca, criminal justice, early childhood programs 
enjoy busy semester

spotlight on satellites

According	to	Mesa	Public	Schools’	Facebook	page,	Westwood’s	Advanced	Manufacturing	program	is	“a	product	
of	business,	industry,	community	college	and	
the district working together to provide college 
and	career	opportunities	to	students.”	Mesa	
Public	Schools	has	partnered	with	the	Arizona	
Manufacturing	Partnership	and	Mesa	Community	
College	to	fill	the	skills	gap	expected	to	occur	in	
the	manufacturing	industry	over	the	next	decade.

This hands-on program focuses on engineering 
and	machining,	and	offers	dual	enrollment	college	
credit	through	MCC.	Students	also	have	the	
opportunity	to	earn	NIMS	(National	Institute	for	
Metalworking)	certificates.

In October, Arizona Sen. John McCain and his wife, Cindy, 
visited the Advanced Manufacturing program at Mesa’s 
Westwood High School. Instructor Tom Saxon showed the 
senator around the facility while students demonstrated 
how to use the equipment and talked about why they love 
the program.

mccain visits westwood advanced manufacturing facility
spotlight on satellites
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TECHFORCE FOUNDATION

We	are	pleased	to	be	working	with	Jennifer	Maher,	CEO/
Executive	Director	of	TechForce	Foundation,	to	develop	
videos,	public	service	campaigns	and	other	materials	to	
support	CTE	students	in	transportation	programs	through	
scholarships,	grants	and	career	development.	Jennifer’s	
goal is to generate industry support and educate parents 
about	how	children	are	wired	for	success.	TechForce	
recently	filmed	a	video	in	our	Automotive	program	
featuring	EVIT	students.	Check	it	out	at	this	link:	http://
bit.ly/2fpfmua

NEW PT/OT ASSOCIATE DEGREE PROGRAM
EVIT	has	been	awarded	a	$100,000	grant	by	the	JPMorgan	
Chase	Foundation	to	establish	a	new	“one-plus-one”	
physical	therapy/occupational	therapy	assistant	program	
in	partnership	with	a	community	college.	Adult	students	
will take one year of training through EVIT and one year of 
general	education	from	the	community	college	to	earn	an	
associate	degree	in	physical	or	occupational	therapy.

HAPPY RETIREMENT
EVIT	celebrated	the	retirement	of	Law	Enforcement	
Instructor	Thom	Bunch	and	Human	Resources	Specialist	
Laurie	Morehouse	in	December.	Congrats	and	best	of	luck	
to	Thom	and	Laurie!	

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

EVIT Alumni and students: Go to www.evit.com/
studentjobs	to	find	postings	from	area	employers	with	
job	openings.	Businesses	contact	EVIT	when	they	have	
positions	to	fill	because	they	know	our	alumni	and	
students	come	highly	recommended.

Follow EVIT  on Instagram
At	time	of	print,	we	had	1,280 followers 
on	Instagram.	You	can	follow	on	Instagram	
at instagram.com/evitnews.	#WeAreEVIT

Follow EVIT  on Twitter
At	time	of	print,	we	had	2,620 followers 
on	Twitter.	You	can	follow	us	at	
twitter.com/evitnews.	#WeAreEVIT

Follow EVIT  on Facebook
At	time	of	print,	we	had	13,165 followers 
on	Facebook.	You	can	follow	us	at	
facebook.com/evitnews.

Follow EVIT  on SnapChat
Get	behind-the-scenes	access	to	events	
on	campus!	You	can	follow	us	at	
snapchat.com/add/evitnews.

Follow EVIT  on Pinterest
At	time	of	print,	we	had	526 followers on 
Pinterest.	You	can	follow	us	at	
pinterest.com/evitnews.	

Subscribe to EVIT’s YouTube channel
At	time	of	print,	we	had	200 subscribers 
on	YouTube.	You	can	follow	us	at	
youtube.com/user/evitnews.

TRIP REDUCTION PROGRAM

In	a	partnership	with	Valley	Metro,	the	EVIT	Trip	
Reduction	Program	is	designed	to	reduce	single	
occupant	vehicle	(SOV)	trips	to	the	work	site.If	you	
carpool,	vanpool,	walk,	bike	or	ride	the	bus	to	school	
you	are	considered	an	Alternate	Mode	User	(AMU),	
and	you	can	register	to	win	quarterly	prizes	valued	at	
$25.	

For	more	information,	or	to	sign	up	as	an	alternative	
mode	user,	contact	Lacy	Davis	at	480-461-4016	
or	e-mail	ldavis@evit.com.	You	can	find	more	
information	about	carpooling	at	sharetheride.com or 
bus	route	information	at	valleymetro.com.

EVIT News in Brief
WORKING TOGETHER
The superintendents of EVIT and our four largest sending 
districts	–	Mesa	Public	Schools,	Chandler	Unified,	Gilbert	
Public	Schools	and	Tempe	Union	–	recently	had	a	great	
work session to hammer out our new intergovernmental 
agreement	(IGA).	It	was	very	collegial	and	insightful,	and	
showed how much we can accomplish when we work 
together	to	make	the	EVIT	JTED	the	best	it	can	be	for	all	
East	Valley	students.

WE LOVE A PARADE

The	EVIT	float	has	been	featured	in	several	area	parades	
this	year.	In	November,	our	float	entry	–	created	and	
managed	by	Adult	Education	at	EVIT	--	won	first	place	in	
Mesa’s	Veterans	Day	Parade.	In	December,	the	next	float	
was	featured	in	the	Fiesta	Bowl	Parade	on	New	Year’s	Eve.	
Our	float	entry	always	includes	EVIT	students	and	teachers	
who	are	proud	to	represent	their	school.

A VISIT FROM THE GENERAL

EVIT	Aviation	students	at	our	East	Campus	enjoyed	a	
visit	recently	from	Brigadier	General	Brook	Leonard,	
Commander,	56th	Fighter	Wing,	Luke	Air	Force	Base.	Gen.	
Leonard	told	the	students	what	it	takes	to	fly	the	new	
F-35,	the	latest	advanced	stealth	fighter.		Thank	you,	Gen.	
Leonard,	for	taking	the	time	to	meet	our	enthusiastic	future	
pilots!

(continued from 'Marcos De Niza' page 29) 

WE HAVE BEEN VERY BUSY IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE !
Submitted by Lindsey Danskin, Teacher—Law and 
Public Safety

The	Criminal	Justice	students	at	MDN	have	been	
“Investigating”	the	Marcos	campus.	Students	
observed	the	campus	and	then	were	tested	to	recall	
various	observations	around	the	campus.	They	are	
finding	that	learning	is	fun	when	the	4th	Amendment	
MUST	be	learned	by	student	skits.	They	set	up	crime	
scenes	with	students	playing	the	roles.	Also,	the	K9	
Unit	came	to	the	MDN	campus	and	the	students
really	enjoyed	meeting	Officer	Razo	and	Officer	Eko!
Finally,	Attorney	Jennifer	Wilmott	and	Investigator	
Justin	Yentes	came	to	speak	to	the	MDN	students.	
Jennifer	Wilmott	was	the	attorney	representing	Jodi	
Arias.

A YEAR FILLED WITH EARLY CHILDHOOD ACTIVITIES
Submitted by Krista Carr, Teacher— Early Childhood 
Education

There is a lot happening this fall in Early Childhood at 
MDN	…	At	the	beginning	of	the	year,	the	Early
childhood	classes	and	preschool	at	Marcos	heard	
about	a	young	boy	with	a	terminal	illness	named	
Jacob.	His	wish	for	his	13th	birthday	was	to	receive	
10,000	birthday	cards	from	around	the	world.	My	
classes	and	the	preschool	participated	in	creating	
birthday	cards	and	are	sending	them	to	Jacob.
The	3-4	Early	Childhood	students	went	to	the	FCCLA	
Fall	Leadership	Camp	in	Prescott	September	29-
October	1.	Throughout	the	year	they	will	go	on	a	few	
more	field	trips	including	The	Children’s	Museum	in	
Phoenix	and	the	Banner	Desert	Labor	and	Delivery	
Unit.
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